October 5: Hierarchs of Moscow
Stichera on "Lord I have cried"
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___
O men of God and faithful servants, /
___
ministers of the Lord, men of divine desires, /
___
chosen vessels, /
__
pillars and confirmation of the Church, /
___
heirs to the kingdom: //
__
__
Cease ye never to cry out for us to the Lord.
Both now...
If the feast is on Sunday or Saturday:
the Dogmatic Theotokion in the tone of the week,
otherwise, the Dogmatic Theotokion in the same tone as the Glory.

English translation by Isaac E. Lambertsen, ©1999, "The Menaion of the Orthodox Church", Vol. II,
St. John of Kronstadt Press. The complete service may be purchased through: sjkp.org
Carol Surgant
10/17/2009

Entrance, Prokeimenon, and 3 Readings:
The Reading from Proverbs:
The memory of the just is praised, and the blessing of the Lord is upon his
head. Blessed is the man who hath found wisdom, and the mortal who
knoweth prudence. For it is better to traffic for her, than for treasures of gold
and silver. And she is more valuable than precious stones: no precious thing is
equal to her in value. For length of existence and years of life are in her right
hand; and in her left hand are wealth and glory: out of her mouth righteousness
proceedeth, and she carrieth law and mercy upon her tongue. Hearken to me,
O children, for I will speak solemn truths. Blessed is the man who shall keep
my ways; for my outgoings are the outgoings of life, and in them is prepared
favor from the Lord. Ye, O men, do I exhort; and utter my voice to the sons of
men. I, wisdom, have built up; upon counsel, knowledge and understanding
have I called. Counsel and safety are mine; prudence is mine, and strength is
mine. I love those that love me; they that seek me shall find grace. O ye
simple, understand subtlety, and ye that are untaught, imbibe knowledge.
Hearken unto me again; for I will speak solemn truths. For my throat shall
meditate truth; and false lips are an abomination before me. All the words of
my mouth are in righteousness; there is nothing in them wrong or perverse.
They are all evident to those that understand, and right to those that find
knowledge. For I will instruct you in truth, that your hope may be in the Lord,
and ye may be filled with the Spirit.
The Reading from Proverbs
The mouth of the righteous droppeth wisdom: but the tongue of the unjust shall
perish. The lips of just men drop grace: but the mouth of the ungodly is
perverse. False balances are an abomination before the Lord: but a just weight
is acceptable unto Him. Wherever pride entereth, there will also disgrace: but
the mouth of the humble doth meditate wisdom. The integrity of the upright
shall guide them, but the overthrow of the rebellious shall spoil them.
Possessions shall not profit in the day of wrath, but righteousness will deliver
from death. When a just man dieth, he leaveth regret: but the destruction of the
ungodly is speedy and causeth joy. Righteousness traceth out blameless paths:
but ungodliness encountereth unjust dealing. The righteousness of upright men
delivereth them: but transgressors are caught in their own destruction. At the
death of a just man his hope doth not perish: but the boast of the ungodly
perisheth. A righteous man escapeth from a snare, and the ungodly man is
delivered up in his place. In the mouth of ungodly men is a snare for citizens:
but the understanding of righteous men is prosperous. In the prosperity of
righteous men a city prospereth, but at the destruction of the wicked there is
exultation. At the blessing of the upright a city shall be exalted, but by the
mouths of ungodly men it is overthrown. A man void of understanding
sneereth at his fellow citizens: but a sensible man is quiet.

The Reading from the Wisdom of Solomon
When the righteous is praised, the people will rejoice; for his memory is
immortality, because it is known with God, and with men; for his soul
pleased the Lord. Love wisdom, therefore, O men, and live; desire her, and
ye shall be instructed. For the beginning of her is love and the observation
of the law. Honor wisdom, that ye may reign for evermore. I will tell you,
and will not hide from you the mysteries of God, for he it is who is the
instructor of wisdom, the director of the wise, the master of all
understanding and activity. And wisdom teacheth all understanding; for in
her is a spirit understanding and holy, the brightness of the everlasting light,
and the image of the goodness of God. She maketh friends of God, and
prophets; she is more beautiful than the sun, and above all the constellations
of the stars; compared with the light, she is found pre-eminent. She hath
delivered from pain them that please her, and guided them in right paths,
given them knowledge of holy things, defended them from their enemies,
and given them a mighty struggle, that they might all know that godliness is
stronger than all; vice shall never prevail against wisdom, neither shall
judgment pass away without convicting the evil. For they said to
themselves, reasoning unrighteously: Let us oppress the righteous man, let
us not spare his holiness, neither need we be ashamed of the ancient gray
hairs of the aged, for our strength shall be a law unto us; let us lie in wait for
the righteous, for he is displeasing to us, opposeth our doings, upbraideth us
with our offending the law, and denounceth to our infamy the transgressions
of our training. He professeth to have the knowledge of God, and calleth
himself the child of the Lord. He is become a reproof to our thoughts, and is
grievous even for us to behold; for his life is not like other men's, his ways
are of another fashion. We are accounted by him as a mockery, and he
avoideth our ways as filth, and pronounceth the end of the just to be blessed.
Let us see if his words be true; let us test what things happen to him. Let us
examine him with mockery and torture, that we may know his meekness and
prove his forbearance. Let us condemn him with a shameful death, for by
his own words shall he be visited. Such things did they imagine, and were
deceived; for their own wickedness blinded them. As for the mysteries of
God, they knew them not; neither bethought they that Thou alone art God,
who hast the power of life and death, savest in time of tribulation, and
deliverest from all evil; who art compassionate and merciful, givest grace to
Thy saints and opposest the prideful with Thine own arm.
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Reader: Glory in the 3rd Tone:
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___
O most honored and holy hierarchs, /
___
___
all-blessed fathers and wonderworkers, favored ones of Christ, /
___
___
primates of Russia, Peter, Alexis, Jonah, Philip, Hermogenes, and Tikhon, /
___
___
who alone shone forth in the prophetic life: /
___
__
unceasingly ministering to the Savior with the angels, /
___
__
ye have been vouchsafed the gifts of the apostles. /
____
___
Pray ye, that we be delivered from every transgression, //
____
___
that Christ grant peace and great mercy.
Reader: Both now, in the 3rd Tone:
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Through the divine Spirit, /
by the will of the Father, /
without seed thou didst conceive the Son of God /
Who hath existed without mother from before the ages, /
and for our sake thou gavest birth in the flesh unto Him /
Who came forth from thee without father; /
and thou didst nurture Him on milk as a babe. /
Wherefore, cease not to pray, that our souls be delivered from tribulations.

