SUNDAY OF THE FATHERS OF THE 1ST COUNCIL
( concelebrated with a Saint)

STICHERA ON ”"LORD I HAVE CRIED”, TONE 6
KIEVAN CHANT

(10) Reader: Bring my soul out of prison
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That I may con - fess Thy name.
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Gaining victory over ha-des, /

Thou didst as-cend the Cross, /

that Thou mightest raise up with Thyself those who sit in the dark-ness of death, /
O Christ Who art free among the dead. /

O almighty Savior, Who pourest forth life from Thy light, //

have mer-cy on us!

English translation by Isaac E. Lambertsen, "The Pentecostarion of the Orthodox Church", ©2010,
St. John of Kronstadt Press. The complete service text may be purchased through: sjkp.org
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(9) Reader: The righteous shall wait patiently for me
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Un-til Thou__  shalt re - ward me.
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Today hath Christ ris-en as He said, /

having tram-pled down death; /

and He hath granted joy to the world, /

that all of us, crying out, may thus ut-ter a hymn: /
O almighty Sav-ior, /

well-spring of light, unap-proach-able Light, //

have mer-cy up-on us!
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(8) Reader: Out of the depths have I cried unto Thee, O Lord;
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O Lord hear my voice.
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Whither can we sinners es-cape from Thee /

Who art over all cre-a-tion, O Lord? /

Thou dwellest Thyself in hea-ven. /

In hades Thou didst tram-ple down death. /

In the depths of the sea there is Thy hand, O Mas-ter. /
To Thee do we flee, /

and falling down be-fore Thee, we pray: /

O ThouWho art ris-en from the dead, //

have mer-cy on us!
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Then 4 for the Fathers, in the same tone:

(7) Reader: Let Thine ears be attentive
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To the voice of my sup-pli - ca -  tion.
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Before the ages, before the morn-ing star, /

Thou wast begotten of the womb of the Father without moth-er; /

yet Arius calleth Thee a crea-ture, /

refusing to glorify Thee as God, /

with audacity mindlessly confusing Thee, the Creator, with a crea-ture, /
laying up for himself fuel for the ever-last-ing fire. /

But the Council in Nicaea proclaimed Thee to be the Son of God, //

Who art equally enthroned with the Fa-ther and the Spir-it.
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(6) Reader: If Thou shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, O Lord, who shall stand?
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For with Thee there is for - give - ness.
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Who hath rent Thy garment, O Sav-ior? /

It was Arius, Thou hast said, /

who separated the Trinity’s authority of equal honor into di-vis-ions. /

He hath denied Thee to be One of the Tri-ni-ty. /

He hath taught Nestorius not to say “The-o-to-kos.” /

But the Council in Nicaea hath proclaimed Thee, O Lord, to be the Son of God, /

equally enthroned with the Fa-ther and the Spir-it.
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(5) Reader: For Thy name's sake have I patiently waited for Thee, O Lord; my soul
hath waited patiently for Thy word,
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My soul hath hoped in the Lord.
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Arius, who hated to see the Light, /

falleth into the pit of sin, /

and his bowels are rent asunder by the hook of God, /

so that they violently rendered up his being and soul, /

for he was another Judas in character and im-age./

But the council in Nicaea proclaimed Thee, O Lord, to be the Son of God, //

Who art equally enthroned with the Fa-ther and the Spir-it .



(4) Reader: From the morning watch until night, from the morning watch
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The mindless Arius divided the all-holy Tri-ni-ty /

into three dissimilar and alien es-sen-ces; /

wherefore, the God-bearing fathers who assembled with dil-i-gence, /

aflame with zeal like Elijah the Tish-bite, /

with the sword of the Spir-it /

cut off the blasphemer who taught shameful doe-trines, //

even as the Spir-it com-mand-ed.

And then, 3 stichera of the Saint(s).
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Reader: Glory, in the 6th tone.
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Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Ho - ly Spi - rit.
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Let us praise today the mystic clarions of the Spir-it, /

the God-bearing fa-thers /

who in the midst of the Church chanted the harmonious hymn of the-ol-o-gy, /
that the Trin-i-ty is one /

and immutable in essence and div-in-i-ty; /

the destroyers of Arius, the champions of the Or-tho-dox, /

who ever pray to the Lord that our souls find mer-cy.
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Reader: Both now, the Dogmatic Theotokion, in the same tone.
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Both now and ever and unto the a - ges of a - ges. A-men.
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Who doth not call thee blessed, O all-holy Vir-gin? /
Who will not hymn thine all-pure birth-giv-ing? /

For the only-be-got-ten Son /

Who shone forth timelessly from the Fa-ther, /

came forth, ineffably incarnate, from thee, the pure one; /
and being God by na-ture, /

He became man by na-ture for our sake, /

not divided into two Per-sons, /

but known in two natures without con-fu-sion. /

Him do thou beseech, O pure and most bless-ed one, //

that our souls find mer-cy!



