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The Ascension of our Lord

Carol Surgant  ~  orthodoxchurchmusic.org  ~  6/12/2013  

After the Polyeleos, the small litany, and this sessional hymn, in Tone V:

Having come down from Heaven unto the things of earth, / 
O Christ, as God, with Thyself, Thou didst resurrect Adam’s form, / 
which lay prostrate in the nether holds of Hades’ vault; / 
in Thine Ascension to the heights / 
Thou didst lead it up unto the Heavens and Thou didst seat it / 
upon the throne of Thy Father, // 
since Thou, the Friend of man, art merciful.

Song of Ascents, in Tone IV:  "From my youth..."

Deacon: Let us attend.  Wisdom, let us attend.  
The Prokimenon in the 4th Tone:  God is gone up in jubilation, the Lord 
with the voice of the trumpet.

Choir: Znamenny Chant

Deacon:  Clap your hands, all ye nations shout unto God with a voice of rejoicing..

Choir:     God is gone up in jubilation, the Lord with the voice of the trumpet.

Deacon:  God is gone up in jubilation.

Choir:     The Lord with the voice of the trumpet.
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The Ascension of our Lord

Deacon:  Let us pray to the Lord.

Choir:  Lord, have mercy.

Priest:  For holy art Thou, O our God, and Thou 
restest in the saints, and unto Thee do we send up 
glory: to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages.

Choir:  Amen.

Deacon:  Praise ye God in His saints, praise Him in the firmament of His power.

Choir:     Let every breath praise the Lord.

Deacon:  Let every breath. 

Choir:     Praise the Lord.

Deacon:  And that He will vouchsafe unto us the hearing of the Holy Gospel, let us pray unto the
                Lord God.

Choir:     Lord, have mercy.  Thrice.

Deacon:  [In the same tone:] Let every breath praise the Lord.

Choir:  
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The Ascension of our Lord

Deacon:  Wisdom, Aright!  Let us hear the Holy Gospel.

Priest:     Peace be unto all.

Choir:     And to thy spirit.

Priest:     The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according 
                to St. Luke.

Choir:     Glory to Thee, O Lord, glory to Thee.

Deacon: Let us attend.                                Mark: 16:9-20.

                                At that time, when Jesus was risen early the first day of the week...

Choir:  Glory to Thee, O Lord, glory to Thee.

Then, "Having beheld the resurrection of Christ...", and Psalm 50.



The Ascension of our Lord

After Psalm 50, we sing, as on a Sunday:  (in Tone 6)

Glory... 
                                                    __
Through the prayers of the apostles, /
     __
O merciful One, //
                       __                                   ___
blot out the multitude of our transgressions.

Both now...
                                                          __
Through the prayers of the Theotokos, /
     __
O merciful One, //
                       __                                   ___
blot out the multitude of our transgressions.

                            __
Have mercy on me, O God, /
                                          __
according to Thy great mercy, /
                                                                               __
and according to the multitude of Thy compassions, //
___                        ___
blot out my transgression.

                    ___
Today the hosts on high,/
                                                     ___
 beholding our nature in the Heavens / 
                                                                       __
and marveing at the strange manner of its ascent, / 
                                                            __
 being perplexed, they said one to another: / 
                            __
Who is this that cometh? / 
                                                                      __
And when  they saw that it was their own Master, / 
                                                            __
they were commanded to lift up the heavenly gates, / 
                                                ___
Who again shalt come from thence in the flesh, // 
           ___                             ___
as the Judge of all and the Almighty God.    
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The Ascension of our Lord

Deacon: Save, O God, Thy people, and bless Thine inheritance; visit Thy world with mercy and compassions; exalt the horn of Orthodox 
Christians, and send down upon us Thine abundant mercies: through the intercessions of our immaculate Lady Theotokos and Ever-Virgin 
Mary; through the power of the precious and life-giving Cross; through the mediations of the honorable, heavenly bodiless Hosts; of the 
honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner, and Baptist John; of the Holy glorious, and all-praised apostles; (if there be commemorated one of 
the twelve apostles or evangelists, there is said: of the holy Apostles (and Evangelists) N., and the other holy, glorious, and all-praised 
apostles); of our fathers among the saints and great ecumenical teachers and hierarchs: Basil the Great, Gregory the Theologian, and John 
Chrysostom; of our father among the saints, Nicholas the Wonderworker, archbishop of Myra in Lycia; of the holy Equal-of-the-Apostles 
Methodius and Cyril, Teachers of the Slavs; of the holy Right-Believing and Equal-of-the-Apostles Grand Prince Vladimir, and the Blessed 
Grand Princess of Russia, Olga; of our fathers among the saints, the Wonder-workers of all Russia: Michael, Peter, Alexis, Jonah, Philip, 
Macarius, Demetrius, Metrophanes, Tikhon, Theodosius, Joasaph, Hermogenes, Pitrim, Innocent, and John; of the holy Hieromartyrs and 
Confessors: Tikhon, Patriarch of Moscow; Vladimir of Kiev, Benjamin and Joseph of Petrograd, Peter of Krutitsa, Cyril of Kazan, 
Agathangel of Yaroslavl, Andronicus of Perm, Hermogenes of Tobolsk, the priests John, John, Peter, and Philosoph, and all the new 
hieromartyrs and confessors of the Russian Church; of the holy glorious, and victorious martyrs: the holy glorious Great-martyr, 
Trophy-bearer and Wonder-worker George; the holy Great-martyr and Healer Panteleimon; the holy Great-martyr Barbara; and the holy 
Right-believing Russian Princes and Passion-bearers Boris and Gleb, and Igor; and the holy Right-believing Passion-bearers: Tsar-Martyr 
Nicholas, Tsaritsa-Martyr Alexandra, the Martyred Crown Prince Alexis, and the Royal Martyrs Olga, Tatiana, Maria, and Anastasia; and 
the holy nun-martyrs: Grand Duchess Elizabeth and Nun Barbara, and all the New Martyrs of Russia; of our holy and God-bearing fathers: 
Anthony and Theodosius of the Kiev Caves; Sergius, the Abbot of Radonezh, and Seraphim of Sarov; Job, Abbot and Wonderworker of 
Pochaev; of the holy Blessed Xenia; or our holy and God-bearing fathers: Herman of Alaska; Paisius Velichkovsky; Leo, two Macariuses, 
Ambrose, and the other Elders of Optina; the hierarchs Innocent of Moscow, Nicholas of Japan, John of Shanghai and San Francisco; and 
N.(N), (whose Temple it is and whose day it is); of the holy Righteous Ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna; and of all the saints; we pray 
Thee, O Lord plenteous in mercy, hearken unto us sinners that pray unto Thee, and have mercy on us.

Choir:

Priest:  Through the mercy and compassions and love for mankind of Thine Only-begotten Son, with Whom Thou art blessed, together with 
Thy Most-holy, and Good, and life-creating Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages.      Choir:  Amen.


